
 

 

 

  
 

Year 8 Music 
Unit 1: Elements of Pop Music 

Learning Objectives 
 By the end of the unit, pupils will be able to: 

 Identify and describe key elements of pop music, including melody, rhythm, harmony, structure, 
texture, dynamics, tempo and timbre. 

 Recognise how different musical elements are used to create the characteristic sound of popular 
music. 

 Apply knowledge of the elements of music when performing popular music. 
 Perform a part accurately while maintaining a steady pulse and appropriate rhythm. 
 Develop ensemble skills by listening and responding to other performers. 
 Demonstrate awareness of balance, timing and dynamics when performing as part of a group. 
 Evaluate their own and others' performances and identify areas for improvement.  

What previous knowledge is required? 
 Pupils should have prior knowledge of the Elements of Music, including rhythm, melody, dynamics, 
tempo, texture and Ɵmbre, developed through their Year 7 Elements of Music unit. They should 
have experience of applying these elements through performance and composiƟon, as well as an 
understanding of how musical features can create different moods and effects. Pupils should also have 
developed basic ensembles kills, including maintaining a steady pulse, listening to others, following a 
conductor or leader and performing their own part as part of a group. 
How will this term's content help with future learning?  
 Learning about the Elements of Pop Music develops pupils' ability to recognise and apply musical 
features within a contemporary context. Building on their Year 7 knowledge, pupils will develop a 
deeper understanding of how melody, rhythm, harmony, texture, dynamics, tempo and Ɵmbre combine to 
create different musical styles. These skills provide an important foundaƟon for future performance, 
composiƟon, analysis and songwriƟng, enabling pupils to make increasingly informed musical decisions. 
Common Misconceptions 
 Pupils may iniƟally believe that pop music is simple and does not use a wide range of musical elements. 
They may also assume that all pop songs follow the same structure or that a catchy melody is the most 
important feature of a successful song. Pupils may confuse beat with rhythm or believe that everyone in 
an ensemble should perform at the same volume. The unit will address these misconcepƟons by 
demonstraƟng how pop music uses melody, harmony, rhythm, texture, dynamics, tempo, Ɵmbre, 
structure and producƟon techniques in varied and sophisƟcated ways. Pupils will develop an 
understanding that successful ensemble performance requires balance, listening and an awareness of 
the different roles within the group. 
National Curriculum / Specification 
The National Curriculum for Music stipulates that pupils should build on their previous knowledge and 
skills through performing, composing and listening. They should develop their vocal and/or instrumental 
fluency, accuracy and expressiveness, and understand musical structures, styles, genres and tradiƟons, 
idenƟfying the expressive use of musical dimensions. They should listen with increasing discriminaƟon 
and awareness to inform their pracƟce as musicians. They should use technologies appropriately and 
appreciate and understand a wide range of musical contexts and styles. 
Pupils should be taught to: 



 

 

 

  
 

 play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble contexts using their voice, playing 
instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression 

 improvise and compose; and extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range of 
musical structures, styles, genres and tradiƟons 

 use staff and other relevant notaƟons appropriately and accurately in a range of musical styles, 
genres and tradiƟons 

 idenƟfy and use the interrelated dimensions of music expressively and with increasing 
sophisƟcaƟon, including use of tonaliƟes, different types of scales and other musical devices 

 listen with increasing discriminaƟon to a wide range of music from great composers and 
musicians 

 develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, 
and its history 

Unit 2: Keyboard Choices 
Learning Objectives 
 By the end of the unit, pupils will be able to: 

 Understand what a chord is and how chords are constructed. 
 Identify and perform common chords on the keyboard. 
 Understand the purpose of a chord sequence and recognise repeated harmonic patterns in 

popular music. 
 Perform a chord sequence from a popular song with increasing accuracy and fluency. 
 Maintain a steady pulse while performing chords independently and as part of an ensemble. 
 Develop coordination and keyboard technique through regular practice. 
 Perform the same chord sequence as part of a class ensemble, pair and solo performance. 
 Understand how chords provide harmonic support fora melody and contribute to the structure of 

a song.  
What previous knowledge is required? 
 Pupils should have developed basic keyboard skills during Year7, including correct posture, hand posiƟon, 
finger technique and the ability to locate notes on the keyboard. They should have experience 
reading basic rhythmic and pitch notaƟon and performing simple melodies. Knowledge of rhythm, pulse 
and ensemble performance from Year 7 will support pupils in maintaining accurate Ɵming while 
playing chords. Pupils should also understand basic musical structure and repeƟƟon from their previous 
performance and composiƟon work. 
How will this term's content help with future learning?  
 Exploring Rock 'n' Roll, Blues and Reggae develops pupils' understanding of how musical characterisƟcs 
can be used to create disƟnct genres and styles. Pupils will apply their knowledge of chords, rhythm and 
keyboard technique to different musical contexts, developing greater versaƟlity as performers. This 
provides a strong foundaƟon for future genre-based performance, composiƟon and listening acƟviƟes, 
while encouraging pupils to recognise how musicians adapt common musical ideas to create 
different stylisƟc idenƟƟes. 
Common Misconceptions 
 Pupils may iniƟally think that a chord is simply several notes played at the same Ɵme or that any three 
notes played together form a chord. They may also confuse a chord sequence with a melody and 
assume that the root note of a chord must always be the lowest note. Pupils may believe that 
major chords always sound happy and minor chords always sound sad. Through pracƟcal keyboard 
acƟviƟes, pupils will develop an understanding of how chords are constructed and how chord sequences 



 

 

 

  
 

provide harmonic structure and support melody. They will also learn that chords can be played in 
different inversions and that musical context, rhythm, tempo and performance can all influence the 
character and mood of a chord sequence. 

Unit 3: Popular Styles at the Keyboards 
Learning Objectives 
 By the end of the unit, pupils will be able to: 

 Apply their knowledge of chords, chord sequences and musical elements to a range of popular 
musical styles. 

 Identify key musical characteristics of Rock 'n' Roll, Blues and Reggae. 
 Recognise how rhythm, harmony, melody, instrumentation and texture contribute to different 

musical styles. 
 Perform appropriate chord sequences and rhythmic patterns associated with different genres. 
 Develop keyboard technique and fluency when performing in a range of styles. 
 Understand how the same chords can be adapted to create contrasting musical styles. 
 Perform confidently as part of a whole-class keyboard ensemble. 
 Listen and respond to other performers to maintain accurate timing, balance and ensemble 

cohesion. 
 Compare different popular styles and explain how their musical features create distinctive sounds.  

What previous knowledge is required? 
 Pupils should have developed an understanding of musical genres and styles through the Year 7 Keyboard 
Skills and Film Music units. They should be familiar with the Elements of Music and understand 
how rhythm, melody, texture, dynamics, tempo and Ɵmbre contribute to different musical styles. Pupils 
should have established basic keyboard technique and ensemble skills and should be able to 
perform simple musical parts with increasing independence. Their previous experience of composing and 
arranging music should also help them recognise how musical ideas can be adapted to create different 
styles. 
How will this term's content help with future learning?  
Exploring Rock 'n' Roll, Blues and Reggae develops pupils' understanding of how musical characterisƟcs 
can be used to create disƟnct genres and styles. Pupils will apply their knowledge of chords, rhythm and 
keyboard technique to different musical contexts, developing greater versaƟlity as performers. This 
provides a strong foundaƟon for future genre-based performance, composiƟon and listening acƟviƟes, 
while encouraging pupils to recognise how musicians adapt common musical ideas to create 
different stylisƟc idenƟƟes. 
Common Misconceptions 
 Pupils may initially believe that genres such as Rock 'n' Roll, Blues and Reggae are completely unrelated 
or that a genre is defined by a particular instrument. They may also assume that playing the same chords 
automatically creates the same musical style. Misconceptions may include the belief that Rock 'n' Roll is 
simply fast and loud, that blues music is always slow and sad, or that Reggae must always be 
performed at a slow tempo. Through listening and practical performance, pupils will develop an 
understanding that musical style is created through a combination of rhythm, harmony, melody, 
instrumentation, texture, articulation, tempo and performance techniques. They will recognise that the 
same musical ideas can be adapted to create very different styles. 

 
 



 

 

 

  
 

Unit 4: Blues 
Learning Objectives 
 By the end of the unit, pupils will be able to: 

 Understand the origins and key characteristics of blues music. 
 Identify and explain the main components of a blues performance, including the 12-bar blues, 

blues scale, chord sequence, rhythm and improvisation. 
 Perform a standard 12-bar blues chord sequence accurately on the keyboard. 
 Develop an understanding of improvisation and use the blues scale to create short melodic ideas. 
 Experiment with rhythm and melodic patterns when improvising. 
 Develop practical keyboard skills through performing blues-based chord sequences and melodies. 
 Recognise and perform characteristic blues and jazz rhythms. 
 Listen and respond to other performers during ensemble and improvisational activities. 
 Develop confidence in creating and performing musical ideas independently. 
 Evaluate their own improvisations and performances and identify ways to develop their musical 

expression and technique.  
What previous knowledge is required? 
 Pupils should have a secure understanding of the Elements of Music, parƟcularly rhythm, melody, 
harmony, texture, tempo and dynamics, developed throughout Year 7. Their previous keyboard work 
should provide them with the technical skills needed to perform simple melodies and paƩerns. 
Knowledge of repeƟƟon, structure and development from the Year 7 composiƟon units will support their 
understanding of the 12-bar blues structure. Pupils should also have experience performing as part of an 
ensemble and listening to other performers, providing a foundaƟon for developing improvisaƟon and 
responding musically to others. Their previous exposure to different genres will help them recognise and 
understand the disƟncƟve characterisƟcs of blues and related styles. 
How will this term's content help with future learning?  
 The Blues unit introduces pupils to important concepts that will support more advanced musical learning, 
parƟcularly harmony, structure, improvisaƟon and stylisƟc performance. Understanding the 12-bar blues 
and blues scale gives pupils a pracƟcal foundaƟon for improvisaƟon and helps them develop confidence in 
creaƟng their own musical ideas. The skills developed through blues performance will also support future 
work in jazz, popular music, composiƟon and ensemble performance, while encouraging pupils to listen 
and respond creaƟvely to other musicians. 
Common Misconceptions 
Pupils may iniƟally associate blues music exclusively with sadness or slow tempos and may believe that all 
blues music follows exactly the same melody, rhythm and performance style. They may also 
misunderstand the 12-bar blues as a fixed piece of music rather than a recurring harmonic structure. 
ImprovisaƟon can be another area of misconcepƟon, with pupils potenƟally believing that 
improvising means playing random notes or that they need advanced technical skills to improvise 
successfully. The unit will challenge these ideas by showing the variety within blues music and 
demonstraƟng how the 12-bar structure provides a framework for creaƟvity. Pupils will learn 
that effecƟve improvisaƟon involves purposeful choices using pitch, rhythm, repeƟƟon, phrasing 
and development, and that simple musical ideas can be highly effecƟve. 

 


