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English Language & Literature 

English as a subject provides students with the most basic skills they require to not only be successful in secondary 
education, but also in life. We intend to build upon key literacy skills that are developed at Key Stage 2 and then 
develop further in preparation for their GCSEs, and beyond, to enable students to flourish and be confident within 
the subject. As the English department, we aim to instil a love of literature through reading for pleasure lessons as 
well as provide a firm grasp on written and spoken communication. Through a thematic based curriculum at Key 
Stage 3, that aims to equip students with the cumulative knowledge required to be successful in the GCSEs and 
beyond, we intend to provide a wealth of cultural capital and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
opportunities through the texts we deliver. This will not only develop the skills needed for exams but also mould 
our students into well-rounded, informed and tolerant members of society.   
Year 7 English 

Term One 

Content of study 

 
Myths, Legends and Fairytales.  

 
 Students will explore a variety of fictional texts. Students will consider how established 

writers use narrative and descriptive techniques to capture the interest of their readers. 
By the end of the unit, students will have developed their skills of reading for meaning, 
analysing language and structure and critically analysing texts.  
 
Alongside this, the unit will develop students' understanding of these genres, their 
cultural significance, and their role in shaping societies. This includes analysing narrative 
structures, character types, and the use of language to convey meaning and emotion.  
 
Students will be studying the following in relation to the unit:  

‘The Wicked King’ by Madhur Jaffrey, ‘Hansel and Gretel’ by Carol Ann Duffy and ‘Two 

Dinners’ by Trish Cooke.  

 

Students will also study the following fictional extracts in relation to the unit: 
‘The Cheetah’s extract’, ‘Hercules First Labour’ and ‘The Legend of King Arthur and the 
sword in the stone’. 

 
What previous 
knowledge is 
required?   

An intermediate level of reading (a reading age of at least 11 or 12 years of age) and 
comprehension skills are required. 
 

How will this term’s 
content help with 
future learning?   

The knowledge gained during this unit will set the foundations of the cumulative 
knowledge that is required in preparation for the student’s GCSE Language Papers 1 and 
2 examinations.  
 

Resources   • Collins workbooks available to help build upon students’ skills and understanding: 
https://collins.co.uk/  

• CGP Workbook available to help students build all the important skills, including 
reading, writing, quoting and understanding poetry and fiction: KS3: English is Easy - 
Reading (FICTION, PLAYS and POETRY): In-depth revision advice for all of the new 
KS3 curriculum: Amazon.co.uk: How2become, .: 9781911259015: Books  

• GCSE bitesize revision offers students appropriate techniques to aid their knowledge 
and understanding: Writing and analysing poetry - GCSE English Literature Revision - 
AQA - BBC Bitesize  

• A booklet of fictional extracts will be provided by the class teacher. 

https://collins.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-English-depth-revision-curriculum/dp/1911259016/ref=sr_1_1?crid=PVFHLP92HW0R&keywords=ks3+english+poetry+revision&qid=1687508871&sprefix=ks3+english+poetry+revision%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-English-depth-revision-curriculum/dp/1911259016/ref=sr_1_1?crid=PVFHLP92HW0R&keywords=ks3+english+poetry+revision&qid=1687508871&sprefix=ks3+english+poetry+revision%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-English-depth-revision-curriculum/dp/1911259016/ref=sr_1_1?crid=PVFHLP92HW0R&keywords=ks3+english+poetry+revision&qid=1687508871&sprefix=ks3+english+poetry+revision%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztbsp39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztbsp39
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• The Cheetah’s Whisker fictional extract: Tales from Africa – The Cheetah’s Whisker – 
Ladybird Education 
 

 

Term Two  

Content of study Book Project 
 

What are the aims and 
objectives of this 
term? 

Students will focus on developing their understanding of various literary texts, enhancing 
their reading and writing skills, thus encouraging critical thinking about the text's themes 
and writers' techniques. 
 
Students will also learn to identify and analyse how writers develop characters; including 
their thoughts, feelings and actions through the exploration of language, structure and 
other language techniques to create meaning and impact.  
 
By the end of the unit, students will take ownership of their knowledge and create their 
own personalised adventure story.  
 
Students will be studying the following fictional extracts in relation to the unit:  

‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’, ‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins, ‘Harry Potter’ 
by J.K. Rowling and ‘Chronicles of Narnia’ by C.S. Lewis. 

What previous 
knowledge is 
required? 

An intermediate level of reading (a reading age of at least 11 or 12 years of age) and 
comprehension skills are required. 

How will this term’s 
content help with 
future learning? 

The knowledge gained during this unit will set the foundations of the cumulative 

knowledge that is required in preparation for the Literature and Language GCSE 

examinations when they will study various novellas from ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 

and Mr Hyde’ by Robert Louise Stevenson to the modern play ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J.B 

Priestley.  

Resources  
 
 
 
 

Below are a list of novels and books that will further flourish student learning: 

• Watch Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone | Prime Video 

• Watch The Chronicles of Narnia - The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe | Prime 

Video 

• The Chronicles of Narnia: Amazon.co.uk: Lewis, C. S.: 9780061231650: Books 

• A booklet of fictional extracts will be provided by the class teacher. 

Term Three 
Content of study War Literature and Poetry.  

What are the aims and 
objectives of this 
term? 

This unit will allow students to foster critical thinking and analytical skills, enabling them 

to understand and interpret the themes, language, and historical context of war 

literature.  In addition to this, students will have the opportunity to develop and secure 

their knowledge of poetic devices whilst gaining an understanding of the historical, social, 

and cultural context in which war literature was written, recognizing how these factors 

influence texts.  

 

Students will be studying the following poems in relation to the unit: 

‘Exposure’ by Wilfred Owen, ‘Belfast Confetti’ by Ciaran Carson, ‘Manhunt’ by Simon 
Armitage and ‘Flanders Field’ by John McCrae.  

https://www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk/ladybird-books/tales-from-africa-the-cheetahs-whisker/
https://www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk/ladybird-books/tales-from-africa-the-cheetahs-whisker/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/video/detail/B00FFIMY92/ref=atv_sr_fle_c_sr5bdb33_1_1_1?sr=1-1&pageTypeIdSource=ASIN&pageTypeId=B00FFMG4VM&qid=1748374115376
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/video/detail/B00FAL9VTK/ref=atv_sr_fle_c_srce7a38_1_1_1?sr=1-1&pageTypeIdSource=ASIN&pageTypeId=B00EU74H2Q&qid=1748374160283
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/video/detail/B00FAL9VTK/ref=atv_sr_fle_c_srce7a38_1_1_1?sr=1-1&pageTypeIdSource=ASIN&pageTypeId=B00EU74H2Q&qid=1748374160283
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Chronicles-Narnia-Movie-Prince-Caspian/dp/0061231657
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What previous 
knowledge is 
required? 

An intermediate level of reading (a reading age of at least 11 or 12 years of age) and 
comprehension skills are required. 

How will this term’s 
content help with 
future learning? 

The knowledge gained during this unit will set the foundations of the cumulative 

knowledge that is required in preparation for the Literature and Language GCSE 

examination when they will study the AQA Power and Conflict poetry cluster  

Resources  
 
 
 
 
 

• KS3 English Practice Tests | CGP Books  

• Writing and analysing poetry - GCSE English Literature Revision - AQA - BBC 

Bitesize  

• Poems from the Second World War - Scholastic Shop 

• A booklet of fictional extracts and poems will be provided by the class teacher. 

• KS3: English is Easy - Reading (FICTION, PLAYS and POETRY): In-depth revision 

advice for all of the new KS3 curriculum : How2become, .: Amazon.co.uk: 

Stationery & Office Supplies 

Term 4 and Term 5 
Content of study Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens 

What are the aims 
and objectives of this 
term? 

This unit will develop students’ understanding of 19th-century literature and context, 
especially the conditions of the poor and attitudes towards crime and morality. The 
novella allows character analysation, whilst encouraging students to consider how 
Dickens uses them to criticise society. Students will be encouraged to build confidence 
in identifying and exploring language and structural techniques, including Dickens’ use 
of description, narrative voice, and tone. 

Students will also be inspired to write both creatively and empathetically, as teachers 
encourage students to produce their own diary entries, letters, and descriptive pieces 
from different character perspectives. 

By the end of the unit, students will not only understand the world Dickens created—
but also reflect on how his messages still resonate in society today. 

What previous 
knowledge is 
required? 

An intermediate level of reading (reading age of at least 11 or 12 years of age) and 
comprehension skills are required.  

 
How will this term’s 
content help with 
future learning? 
 

The knowledge gained during this unit will set the foundations of the cumulative 
knowledge that is required in preparation for the student’s GCSE Language Paper 1 
exam, alongside the students’ Literature GCSE examination when they will study the 
novella ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ by Robert Louise Stevenson. 

 
Resources • Classic Starts (R): Oliver Twist: Retold from the Charles Dickens Original: 

Amazon.co.uk: Dickens, Charles, Olmstead, Kathleen, Andreasen, Dan, Pober, 
Arthur: 9781402726651: Books 

• Watch Oliver Twist (2005) | Prime Video 

• Who was Charles Dickens? - BBC Bitesize 
 
 

 

Term 6 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/ks3/english/ehb33-ks3-english-practice-tests
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztbsp39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztbsp39
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/98881?awaid=2957&utm_source=redbrain&utm_medium=shopping&utm_campaign=css&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20162580664&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIu6a745zEjQMVsJJQBh07wzkuEAQYAiABEgLxnPD_BwE
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-English-depth-revision-curriculum/dp/1911259016/ref=asc_df_1911259016?mcid=f067d92bff503f87883412f1ffca506a&th=1&psc=1&hvocijid=11556951252005817744-1911259016-&hvexpln=74&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=696285193871&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11556951252005817744&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006907&hvtargid=pla-2281435176698&psc=1&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-English-depth-revision-curriculum/dp/1911259016/ref=asc_df_1911259016?mcid=f067d92bff503f87883412f1ffca506a&th=1&psc=1&hvocijid=11556951252005817744-1911259016-&hvexpln=74&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=696285193871&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11556951252005817744&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006907&hvtargid=pla-2281435176698&psc=1&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-English-depth-revision-curriculum/dp/1911259016/ref=asc_df_1911259016?mcid=f067d92bff503f87883412f1ffca506a&th=1&psc=1&hvocijid=11556951252005817744-1911259016-&hvexpln=74&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=696285193871&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11556951252005817744&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006907&hvtargid=pla-2281435176698&psc=1&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Classic-Starts-Charles-Dickens-Original/dp/1402726651/ref=asc_df_1402726651?mcid=8afcaf0040063eebb1077e469db198fa&th=1&psc=1&hvocijid=13392325756845519818-1402726651-&hvexpln=74&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=696285193871&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13392325756845519818&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006907&hvtargid=pla-2281435176938&psc=1&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Classic-Starts-Charles-Dickens-Original/dp/1402726651/ref=asc_df_1402726651?mcid=8afcaf0040063eebb1077e469db198fa&th=1&psc=1&hvocijid=13392325756845519818-1402726651-&hvexpln=74&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=696285193871&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13392325756845519818&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006907&hvtargid=pla-2281435176938&psc=1&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Classic-Starts-Charles-Dickens-Original/dp/1402726651/ref=asc_df_1402726651?mcid=8afcaf0040063eebb1077e469db198fa&th=1&psc=1&hvocijid=13392325756845519818-1402726651-&hvexpln=74&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=696285193871&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13392325756845519818&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006907&hvtargid=pla-2281435176938&psc=1&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/video/detail/B0DJ7SFBPX/ref=atv_sr_fle_c_sr5bdb33_2_1_2?sr=1-2&pageTypeIdSource=ASIN&pageTypeId=B0DJ7S4FGX&qid=1748373501952
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4j32sg
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Content of study Introduction to William Shakespeare.  

What are the aims and 
objectives of this 
term? 

Students will explore the life, context and works of William Shakespeare. Resources 
include worksheets and PowerPoint presentations. The unit itself is meant to allow 
students to experiment with speaking Shakespearean English, and to build their 
confidence. No one play is studied in depth, but rather a selection of his works are briefly 
discussed and key scenes are read through. By the end of the unit of study, students will 
have developed their skills of literature analysis, creative writing, writing for purpose and 
spoken language.  
 
 
 

What previous 
knowledge is 
required? 

An intermediate level of reading (reading age of at least 11 or 12 years of age) and 
comprehension skills are required.  
  

How will this term’s 
content help with 
future learning? 

The knowledge gained during this unit will set the foundations of the cumulative 
knowledge that is required in preparation for the Literature and Language GCSE 
examination when they will study ‘Romeo & Juliet’. 

Resources  • CGP Workbook available to help students build all the important skills, including 
reading, writing, quoting and understanding Shakespeare Amazon.co.uk : ks3 english 
workbook with answers  

• A Midsummer Night's Dream - KS3 English - BBC Bitesize 

• A Midsummer Night's Dream: KS3 classic text and A-level set text student edition 
(Collins Classroom Classics): Amazon.co.uk: Shakespeare, William, Collins GCSE, 
Alexander, Peter, Gould, Mike: 9780008400491: Books 

• About Shakespeare - KS3 English - BBC Bitesize 

 

Links to the National Curriculum 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study  
 

• Reading a wide range of fiction and non-fiction, including whole books, short stories, poems and plays with 
a wide coverage of genres, historical periods, forms and authors. 

• Learning new vocabulary, relating it explicitly to known vocabulary and understanding it with the help of 
context and dictionaries  

• Making inferences and referring to evidence in the text  

• Knowing the purpose, audience for and context of the writing and drawing on this knowledge to support 
comprehension  

• Checking their understanding to make sure that what they have read makes sense.  

• Write accurately, fluently, effectively and at length for pleasure and information through:  

• Writing for a wide range of purposes and audiences. Amending the vocabulary, grammar and structure of 
their writing to improve its coherence and overall effectiveness  

• Paying attention to accurate grammar, punctuation and spelling. Drawing on new vocabulary and 
grammatical constructions from their reading and listening and using these consciously in their writing and 
speech to achieve effects. 

Assessments 
In term one, students will complete one reading assessment and one writing assessment. Both assessments will 
link to the ‘Myths, Fairytales and Legends’ unit. 
In term two, students will complete  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=ks3+english+workbook+with+answers&adgrpid=1175378829056979&hvadid=73461378166349&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=162553&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvtargid=kwd-73461311806862%3Aloc-188&hydadcr=24461_2219407&tag=mh0a9-21&ref=pd_sl_928a4s3hlw_e
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=ks3+english+workbook+with+answers&adgrpid=1175378829056979&hvadid=73461378166349&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=162553&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvtargid=kwd-73461311806862%3Aloc-188&hydadcr=24461_2219407&tag=mh0a9-21&ref=pd_sl_928a4s3hlw_e
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxgcwmn
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Midsummer-Nights-Dream-level-Classroom/dp/0008400490
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Midsummer-Nights-Dream-level-Classroom/dp/0008400490
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Midsummer-Nights-Dream-level-Classroom/dp/0008400490
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z726yrd
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
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In term three, students will complete one reading assessment and one writing assessment. Both assessments will 
link to the ‘War Literature and Poetry’ unit. 
In terms four and five, students will complete two reading assessments and two writing assessments.  Both 
assessments will link to the ‘Oliver Twist’ unit. 
In term six, students will complete one reading assessment and one writing assessment. Both assessments will link 
to the ‘Introduction of Shakespeare’ unit.  
 
For literature, all assessment objectives will be assessed: 

• AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 
o maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 
o use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

• AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using 
relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

• AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were 
written. 

• AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. 

 
For language, all assessment objectives will be assessed: 

• AO1: 
o identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 
o select and synthesise evidence from different texts 

• AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views 

• AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more 
texts 

• AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references 

• AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register 
for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts 

• AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each 
specification.) 

• AO7: Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting 

• AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to questions and feedback on 
presentations 

• AO9: Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations. 
 

 


